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Man Ray; known for his Avant grade photography 
in the 20th century, is being exhibited at the National 
Portrait Gallery London. The iconic classics of Pab-
lo Picasso are being unpinned by Ray’s input into 
the Fashion Photography, as we truly discover the 
everlasting and almost discrete effect he had on the 
fashion industry. 

Le Violon d’ingres 1923, arguably one of Man Rays 
most famous portraits, draws a mixture viewers, to 
venture through the doors of the National Portrait 
Gallery. Yet their attention is alter and is captured by 
Rays vast array of portraitures with many of his unseen 
work having a much more underlying effect in which 
he seizes the beauty and gently delivers an subdued 
atmosphere towards the viewer.  

The exhibition displays 150 portraits that are chron-
ologically curated by Terence Pepper. As you move 
along the walls of minimal scale photographs, it 
becomes apparent Ray’s ability to create a desirable 
narrative, dramatically seen in his work from 1920’s 

Paris series. I stand with a number of others closely 
admiring Rays ability to balance and combine elements 
of surrealism with pure vision for direction in fashion 
photography.

 In 1925 Man Ray’s work was included in the first 
exhibition of Surrealism in Paris, and in 1932 he joined 
the staff at the American fashion magazine Bazaar. 
His models, dressed in extraordinary designers of their 
time, including Poiret, Lanvin, Schiaparelli, becomes 
the main focus of the majority of his  later images, as 
he describes his portrait of Jacqueline Goddard 1930 
“ A living model turned to stone in order to present 
intimate jewellery”.  

Portrait of Coco Chanel 1935, hang diligently next to 
Rays virtuoso Magazine covers for Vu and Life. Each 
having a contrary but yet complimenting impact. The 
dynamic collection allows us to pursue and conclude 
an understanding of the wider relationship between 
fashion and Surrealism and the impact on haute 
couture during that period, also seen in Salvador Dalí’s 
collaboration with Schiaparelli.

More fundamentally The Marquise Casati 1935, depicts 
this as the extravagant couture dressing is placed against 
a background of rearing horses mirrored horses and 
accessorised with a dramatic African influence head piece. 
Rays photographs never appear overstated or under-
stated, with a majority of his work coming down to pure 
mastering of posing and lighting.

Sandy Nairne, Director of the National Portrait Gallery 
states, “These are really important portraits we want peo-
ple to have the chance to see, while some of the images 
will be extremely well know, others will not”. Peppers 
curating of minimalism and basic black boarders, allow the 
the viewers (noticely French) to breathe in every aspect 
and direction of his work. However the minimal scale of 
the his work guarantee fellow viewers heads to be ob-
structing the majority of the exhibition. As the beauty lies in 
the use of detail and techniques of his time. 

Man Ray did not limit himself purely to producing contrived 
fashion photography, but sought to continually blend it with 
others aspects of a artistic elements, movements, people 
and lifestyle. His photographs don't attempt to appear 
more then what they are but portrays a hint of desire, 
class and lust which everlasting mirrors aspects of the 
Fashion Industry. 

Man Ray’s : Influence On The Fashion Industry Revealed in 
The National Portrait Exhibition

London

 Exhibition Dates   
7 Feburary - 23  May 

National Portrate Gallery London 

By Emma Shearman 

      Man Ray’s Everlast ing Effects 
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Meet Mila. The New Kid on the Block.  
Mila Van Der Linden: Londons new, 
boundary pushing, gehotto loving, 
19 year old stylist. 

Where did your style derive from and 
who is your greatest inspiration?

My style derived from subcultures 
i think. When i was young I really 
liked different music styles, I was into 
hiphop, hard rock, punk rock, reggae, 
rockabilly and everything in between. I 
remember just watching MTV for hours 
every night or watching old concert vid-
eos from my mom and copy elements 
from artists i liked and just mash them 
all up. I think that’s why i confused 
people and got bullied alot, because 

i never really “fitted in” in one group. 
Ofcourse i liked designers and followed 
what was happening, but it is not where 
my style derived from. I would wear a 
pink tracksuit with gold chains one day, 
than the next day a guns and roses 
t-shirts and ripped jeans, and the day 
after that dress up in my grand moth-
ers old Chanel suits and try and do a 
rockabilly hair do, and this was at a 
very young age aswell, like elementary 
school haha.

What is the most important styling 
advice your have received or given?

Hm thats hard. I am not sure if I ever 
had one really had a great advice. I 
had a photographer friend tho that i did 

styling for a couple of times and she 
really tought me that on pictures, some-
times something that looks ridicoulous 
in real life can actually look really good.  
I also learned from my fromer boss, a 
stylist and fashion editor I assited, that 
everything is possible, and ideas that 
seem insane can work out if you put 
effort in it. He wanted to do suits with 
prints of real flowers on it, so we did it. 
We basicly spent the whole day on set 
cutting flowers we got in the morning 
and sticking them on little rounds of 
double sided tape all over the cloth-
ing. It took ages and I was so afraid to 
ruin a 2000 pound Burberry coat from 
the PR office but in the end it looked 
amazing.

Which up coming designers are 
your following at the moment?

I really like KTZ, although the de-
signers have been around since the 
80ties. One of them studied at Saint 
Martins. But there getting really 
popular now and i just love how 
they combine a passion for music 
and fashion toghetter, because that 
is what i like to do too.

Who would you most like to collab-
orate with and why?
I would love to collborate with Ben 

Watts. I think he is an amazing 
photographer and i really like how 
he captures different subcultures. 
I love his books “Big Up” and “Lick 
shot”. It would be amazing to do 
styling for him one day.

Favourite iteam in your wardrobe?
 
My favourite item, that is so hard! I 
would say my black Doc Martens, 
because i’ve worn them everyday 
for years and they just look good 
with everything. But there is one 
thing that I never wear, and which 

i really really love, it is a very old 
kimono style kind of robe that 
belonged to my grand mother. I am 
not sure were it is from but it is just 
amazing. Its really long, made out 
of blue velvet with embroideries 
and tassles. Oh and i love my fake 
gold jewellery, it is just my thing and 
i think it looks great with everything 
haha.

For More Of Mila Visit. 
http://theviolentandyoung.blogspot.
co.uk/

Elements of Mila. 
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Drink 
69 Colebrook Bar Angel
1
St Pancras Hotel Bar

Candellight Club Party

Watch
Harrods Window Display 
2.
BrookBrothers Costume 
Display
5.
Hamstead Ciema Great 
Gasby 

Shop
TopShiop Limited Edition 
Gasby 
3.
Camden Passage Vin-
tage 
6.
Harrods Gasby Inspired 

London & The 
Gatsby

!. 2. .3.

5. 6.4.
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Take Me 
Back To
the 1920’s

Spilling Champagne to the 
sounds of laughter and charlston. 
Not a worrie in sight...or tonight. 
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